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are  now  only three,   though  the population has greatly increased.
Conditions were made more difficult for the serious newspapers by the course of party politics in the eighties and nineties. Mr. Gladstone's conversion to Home Rule transferred blocks of Liberal readers to Unionist newspapers and detached advertisers in the same proportion. Political writers who were unable to follow their party, either ceased writing on politics or lost their appointments. In 1892, when the Pall Mall Gazette, then edited by Mr. (afterwards Sir) E. T. Cook, was transferred from a Liberal to a Conservative proprietor, the whole political staff resigned, and a refuge was found for them later by the founding of the Westminster Gazette. The Boer War was to present special difficulties to Liberal journalists, and many of them resigned or lost their appointments in the capture of their newspapers by one section of the party or the other. Thus Mr. Cook, who was now editor of the Daily News, was compelled to resign from that position when the paper passed into the hands of the pro-Boers, and Mr. Massing-ham quitted the editorship of the Daily Chronicle when the contrary process delivered that paper into die hands of the Liberal Imperialists. In later years the Standard was supposed to have perished from a gallant adhesion to Free Trade, when its party was streaming after Tariff Reform. Individual journalists who wrote with conviction had great influence in these years, but their tenure was often very precarious, and they had no secure retreat or alternative platform if they resigned, or were ejected from their appointments.by powerful " magnates " took the place of individual proprietors. The "newspaper magnate" has thus become a rival power to Ministers and politicians.
